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CORRIGENDUM TO GUIDELINES FOR GRANTS APPLICANTS AND ANNEXES
Reference: EuropeAid/131543/L/ACT/ZA

Contracting Authority: Delegation of the European Union to South Africa
European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)- Country-Based Support Scheme (CBSS) – South Africa 2011 & 2012. Restricted Call for Proposals 

New deadline for submission of concept notes: 20/02/2012
The Regulation (EC) No 1889/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on Establishing a Financing Instrument for the Promotion of Democracy and Human Rights worldwide ( EIDHR regulations) have been amended on 31.12.2011. please find the attached amendment to the EIDHR regulation 1889/2006.
the amendment concerns the eligibility of taxes. the modification is that the regulation does no longer exclude automatically the financing of taxes. For EIDHR grants VAT can be accepted as an eligible cost in call for proposals (or corrigenda) published after that date, when the Beneficiary or where applicable it's partners can show it cannot reclaim them.
Please note that the revised OECD DAC list of developing countries entered into force on 1.1.2012 has been published. Note that Maldives is no longer classified as a least developed country: 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/9/50/48858205.pdf  
Due to the modification of the EIDHR regulation some sections of the Guidelines for applicants and annexes have been amended accordingly. The new Version of the Guidelines for applicants and a new version of the following Annex are attached to this corrigendum: 

-Budget (Annex B); 
-Grant Contract Special Conditions 131543" (Annex No 7 -Annex G)

- Information on the tax applicable to grant contract" (Annex No 17 -annex J) 
The Following Provisions of the guidelines for grant applicants of the call for proposal EuropeAid 131543 are hereby replaced as follows:
1.3
Financial allocation provided by the contracting authority
The overall indicative amount made available under this Call for Proposals is EUR 590,000.  The Contracting Authority reserves the right not to award all available funds.
* Subject to the final decision of the Contracting Authority, an additional amount of EUR 300,000 may be allocated to this Call for Proposals from the 2012 budget.  The final amount will be decided by the Commission in the EIDHR 2012 Annual Action Programme.
Size of grants
Any grant requested under this Call for Proposals must fall between the following minimum and maximum amounts:
· minimum amount: EUR 150,000
· maximum amount: EUR 180,000
Any grant requested under this Call for Proposals must fall between the following minimum and maximum percentages of total eligible costs of the action:

· Minimum percentage: 50 % of the total estimated eligible costs of the action.
· Maximum percentage: 90 % of the total eligible costs of the action (see also Section 2.1.4). 

The balance (i.e. the difference between the total cost of the action and the amount requested from the Contracting Authority) must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Union budget or the European Development Fund
.
2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant

Only "eligible costs" can be taken into account for a grant. The categories of costs considered as eligible and non-eligible are indicated below. The budget is both a cost estimate and a ceiling for "eligible costs". Note that the eligible costs must be based on real costs based on supporting documents (except for subsistence costs and indirect costs where flat-rate funding applies). 
Recommendations to award a grant are always subject to the condition that the checking process which precedes the signing of the contract does not reveal problems requiring changes to the budget (for instance arithmetical errors, inaccuracies or unrealistic costs and other ineligible costs). The checks may give rise to requests for clarification and may lead the Contracting Authority to impose modifications or reductions to address such mistakes or inaccuracies. The amount of the grant and the percentage of the EU co-financing as a result of these corrections may not be increased.
It is therefore in the applicant's interest to provide a realistic and cost-effective budget.

Eligible direct costs

To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of Article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex G of the Guidelines).

Note that taxes, including VAT will only be accepted as eligible costs when the Beneficiary (or, where applicable, its partners) can show it cannot reclaim them. Taxes shall in such case be included in the Budget of the Action under each heading Information on taxes can be found in Annex J to these Guidelines.
Contingency reserve

A contingency reserve not exceeding 5% of the estimated direct eligible costs may be included in the Budget of the Action. It can only be used with the prior written authorisation of the Contracting Authority.
Eligible indirect costs (overheads)

The indirect costs incurred in carrying out the action may be eligible for flat-rate funding fixed at not more than 7% of the estimated total eligible direct costs. Indirect costs are eligible provided that they do not include costs assigned to another heading of the budget of the standard grant contract. The applicant may be asked to justify the requested percentage before contracting. However, once the flat-rate has been fixed in the special conditions of the standard grant contract, no supporting documents need to be provided.

If the applicant is in receipt of an operating grant financed from the EU, no indirect costs may be claimed within the proposed budget for the action.

Contributions in kind

Contributions in kind are not considered actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. The contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary. 

Notwithstanding the above, if the description of the action as proposed by the Beneficiary foresees the contributions in kind, such contributions have to be provided.
Ineligible costs

The following costs are not eligible:

· debts and debt service charges

· provisions for losses or potential future liabilities;

· interest owed;
· costs declared by the beneficiary and covered by another action or work programme;

· purchases of land or buildings, except where necessary for the direct implementation of the action, in which case ownership must be transferred to the final beneficiaries and/or local partners, at the latest by the end of the action;

· currency exchange losses;
·  credit to third parties.
2.2.3
Deadline for submission of the Concept Notes 

The deadline for the submission of Concept Note is 20 February 2012 as evidenced by the date of dispatch, the postmark or the date of the deposit slip. In the case of hand-deliveries, the deadline for receipt is at 17:00 hours local time as evidenced by the signed and dated receipt. Any Concept Note submitted after the deadline will automatically be rejected.

However, for reasons of administrative efficiency, the Contracting Authority may reject any Concept Note received after the effective date of approval of the Concept Note evaluation (see indicative calendar under section 2.5.2) 

2.5 
Notification of the Contracting Authority’s decision

2.5.1 Content of the decision

Applicants will be informed in writing of the Contracting Authority’s decision concerning their application and, in case of rejections, the reasons for the negative decision. 

Applicants believing that they have been harmed by an error or irregularity during the award process may file a complaint. See further Section 2.4.15 of the Practical Guide. 

2.5.2 Indicative time table 

	
	DATE
	TIME*

	Information meeting (if any)
	5 December 2011
	tbc

	Deadline for request for any clarifications from the Contracting Authority
	30 January 2012
	-

	Last date on which clarifications are issued by the Contracting Authority
	 9 February 2012
	-

	Deadline for submission of Concept Notes
	20 February 2012
	17:00

	Information to applicants on the opening & administrative checks and concept note evaluation  (step 1)
	26 March 2012*
	-

	Invitations for submission of Full Application Form
	26 March 2012*
	-

	Deadline for submission of Full Application Form
	10 May 2012*
	17:00

	Information to applicants on the evaluation of the Full Application Form (step 2)
	4 June 2012*
	-

	Notification of award (after the eligibility check) (step 3)
	22 June 2012*
	-

	Contract signature
	August 2012*
	-


*Provisional date. All times are in the time zone of the country of the Contracting Authority


This indicative timetable may be updated by the Contracting Authority during the procedure. In such case, the updated timetable shall be published on internet at the EuropeAid web site https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome and http://www.eusa.org.za.

All other sections of the guidelines for applicants remain unchanged.
The following provisions of the grant application form of the call for Proposal EuropeAid 131543 are hereby replaced as follows:
Part B:" Full Application Form"- Section 6 "Checklist for the full application form" is replaced by
	Before sending your proposal, please check that each of the following POINTS IS complete and respectS the following criteria:
	To be filled in by the applicant

	Title of the Proposal: <indicate the title>
	Yes
	No

	PART 1 (ADMINISTRATIVE)

1.
The correct grant application form, published for this call for proposals, has been used 
	
	

	2.
The Declaration by the applicant has been filled in and has been signed
	
	

	3.
The proposal is typed and is in English. 
	
	

	4.
One original and 2 copies are included
	
	

	5.
An electronic version of the proposal (CD-Rom) is enclosed
	
	

	6.
Each partner has completed and signed a partnership statement and the statements are included. Please indicate “Not applicable” (NA) if you have no partner.
	
	

	7.
The budget is presented in the format requested, is expressed in EURO and is enclosed
	
	

	8.
The logical framework has been completed and is enclosed
	
	

	PART 2 (ELIGIBILITY)

9.
The duration of the action is between 24 months and 30 months  (the minimum and maximum allowed)
	
	

	10.
The requested contribution is between 150,000 EURO and 180,000 EURO  (the minimum and maximum allowed)
	
	

	11.
The requested contribution is between 50% and 90% of the estimated total eligible costs (minimum and maximum percentage allowed)
	
	

	12. The requested contribution has not been modified by more than 20% compared to the amount requested at concept note stage.

	
	


6. Checklist for the full application form
Europeaid/131543/l/act/za – EIDHR CBSS – sOUTH AFRICA

	ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
	To be filled in by the applicant

	Name of the Applicant
	

	EuropeAid ID number
	

	Nationality
/Country
 and date of registration
	

	Legal Entity File number

	

	Legal status

	

	Partner 1
	Name/EuropeAid ID number:

Nationality/Country of registration:

Legal status:

	Partner 2

NB: Add as many rows as partners
	Name/EuropeAid ID number:

Nationality/Country of registration:

Legal status:


� 	Where a grant is financed by the European Development Fund, any mention of European Union financing must be understood as referring to European Development Fund financing.


�	For individuals.


�	For organisations.


�	If the applicant has already signed a contract with the European Commission.


�	E.g. non profit making, governmental body, international organisation… 
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